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Bernina Bahn – Some Early Leaflets and Advertisements 

1. Berninabahn 1909 

This early 6-ply leaflet must have been the first Berninabahn publicity leaflet; it includes colour lithograph 

views of most of the route, although interestingly with none of the lakes at Ospizio, nor of the railway itself. 

The summer 1909 timetable for the Berninabahn, the Rhätischebahn Albula line, and the Muottas Muragl 

funicular are printed on the reverse. At the time of publication the sections St Moritz – Celerina, Berninahäuser 

– Alp Grüm and Cavaglia – Poschiavo were not yet open, although the opening was clearly forseen and the 

anticipated timetable is printed in the leaflet. 
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2. Berninabahn Advert 1913 

Published in Engadin Express und Alpine Post for Christmas 1913. Interestingly, this does not mention the 

name ‘Berninabahn’. The timetable probably only shows the through connections to Milan, rather than the 

whole BB service. The timing of over 5 hours from Tirano to Milan is remarkable. 
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3. Berninabahn 1914 

The face of this edition of this leaflet is identical to the 1909 version above, and need not be reproduced here. 

The reverse however is different. In place of the Rhätische-Bahn timetable it nowincludes a chocolate 

advertisement and a timetable of FAV trains from Sondrio to Tirano. 
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4. Berninabahn 1916 

This 5-ply leaflet is the second generation of BB publiciry. Summer 1916 is the earliest example found so far 

(from Dokumentationsbibliothek St. Moritz). It includes a litho map of the route, seen from the North, BB and 

MMB timetables, and some adverts. 
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5. Berninabahn 1923  

A later example, showing the map in full. In place of the adverts there is no a diagrammatic map of connections 

and a page of useful information. 
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6. Alp Grüm 1924 
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7. Berninabahn Advert Winter 1926 

This advert was published in Engadin Express und Alpine Post for February 1926. The 

reference to the ‘new’ station restaurant at Alp Grüm is interesting: although it was in use by 

this time, the old station restaurant building adjacent to the curve is still shown in the 

illustration. 
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8. Over the High Alps of the Grisons 

This 8-ply leaflet is believed to date from around 1925 – 1928 (the date of other literature with which it was 

found, and the likely date for the illustrations). It appears to be published by Swiss Federal Railways for the 

American market, and describes in English the route from Chur to Tirano over the Rhaetian and Bernina 

‘roads’. It has little in common with the BB’s own leaflets of the same period. I believe the 16 photographs are 

by Meerkämper of Davos; one shows a Rhätische Bahn Krokodil on the Albula viaduct II, and another is a well 

known image of a BB train at Montebello during the winter. The litho map shows the Albula + Bernina route 

from the north, with approach routes from the English Channel and northern Germany to central Italy. 
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9. Zum und über dem silbernen Scheitel Europas 

A 12 page stapled leaflet published by the Rhätische-Bahn and Bernina-Bahn in 1929. The text is a somewhat 

poetic description of the route from Chur to Tirano, and was probably handed to passengers on the trains (see 

note ‘Bitte kesn und mitnehmen!). All of the BB photographs are by Albert Steiner, and were published in his 

Bernina Bahn series of the same period. 
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10. Rhätische- und Bernina-Bahnen 1930s (I) 

A 2-ply single sheet from the 1930s, probably contemporary with Zum und über dem silbernen Scheitel 

Europas, Some if not all of the photographs are by Albert Steiner. From Dokumentationsbibliothek St. Moritz. 

 

 



 

Page | 14  

 
Author & Copyright: Jeremy Rayner                                                                                            Downloaded from www.berninabahn.ch 

11. Rhätische- und Bernina-Bahnen 1930s (II) 

‘durch Gletcher zum Süden’. Similar in format, and probably in publication date, to the previous. All the 

photogaphs are by Albert Steiner. 
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12. Berninabahn 1936 

This is the most common of the BB leaflets, and was remarkably long-lived. The version shown here is 7-ply, 

with text in three languages, a litho-printed birds-eye map of the railway and approach routes, and 6 

photographs by Albert Steiner (all of which are familiar as postcards and were widely used as railway 

publicity); it contains an insert showing the summer 1938 BB timetable and fare information. The map does 

show the diversion of the railway at Alp Bondo. I have a second version which I collected in Graubünden in the 

early 1970s: this is very similar, except that the same text is prined in four languages, the text layout is 

different, and the photographs are smaller; this version carries the wartime censor’s license, and probably dates 

from the period 1938-1942. 
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13. Rhätische Bahnen, 1930s 

‘Mit den Rhätischen Bahnen – RhB. – B.B. – F.O. – Ch.A. – durch Graubünden 

This is a guide to all of the railways in Graubünden, containing brief text, a wide selection of photographs 

mainly of landscape subjects, and maps of all of the routes. The parallel text in German and French includes a 

brief description of the rail routes (including the BB), and a summary of landscape and history of the canton. A 

range of photographers is represented; on the BB spread all but one of the images (including all four well-

known railway ones) are by Albert Steiner. This was probably published by the RhB, and was printed by Orell 

Füssli with 20 pages, size 33 x 24 cn, stapled and then folded three-ply. The booklet is undated but is certainly 

from the 1930s. http://www.bahn-bus-ch.de/bahnen/rhb/biblio.html dates this as ‘about 1940’, but it does not 

have the post-1939 censor’s mark. It might just be early 1930s, since the BB map does not show the Alp Bondo 

diversion, and all of those photographs that have appeared as postcards had certainly been published by 1930. 

However, the same map was also used in a later version of the same booklet, after 1945 (see below). A 

concensus date would be about 1938. 

 

http://www.bahn-bus-ch.de/bahnen/rhb/biblio.html
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14. Rhätische Bahn, 1940s 

‘On the Rhaetian Railway through the Grisons (Switzerland)’ 

This is a revised version of the previous leaflet. It contains the same maps, and many of the same illustrations, 

but the layout is altered (there are many fewer Berninabahn illustrations, for instance), and the text of the 

introduction has been updated to reflect the fusion of the railways in 1942-3. The format remains the same, but 

the number of pages has reduced to 12, and as before the leaflet was published by the RhB and printed by Orell 

Füssli. The version illustrated is in parallel English and Italian texts; it was also published in German plus 

French. As before this is undated, but is probably from the mid 1950s. 
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